
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

We Can’t Have It Both Ways 

 

          There are some things in life that are mutually exclusive. If you have one, you 

can’t have the other. Or to choose this is to automatically reject that. For example, you 

can’t be in two places at the same time. If you choose to spend your vacation in the 

mountains of Colorado, then you can’t spend it on the beaches of Hawaii. That is a 

geographical impossibility. When you select one, you automatically refuse the other. 

        There is an old adage that says, “You can’t have your cake and eat it too.” This is 

talking about the same thing. The action of eating the cake eliminates the possibility of 

keeping the cake. We have to choose one or the other. But we can’t have it both ways. 

        In our gospel this morning Jesus talks about two spiritual possibilities that are 

mutually exclusive. He tells it like this, “If you bring a gift to the altar, and there recall that 

your brother has something against you, leave your gift; go first to be reconciled with your 

brother, and then come and offer your gift.” In other words, we can’t worship God and 

abuse people at the same time. We can do one…or…we can do the other. But we can’t 

have it both ways. 

        The reason for this is because God loves the person whom we are treating unfairly. 

That is something that we can’t forget. Our lives are involved with all kinds of people 

and we react to them in different ways. Some of these people we like and find pleasant; 

some are unpleasant. Some of them are easy to get along with; others are impossible to 

get along with. Some we like; others we don’t.  

        So, we get lost in this maze of different feelings and reactions to different people 

and forget that God loves them all. And it just doesn’t stand to reason that we can - at 

the same time - deliberately mistreat a person and sincerely worship the God who loves 

that person. These two things cancel each other out. 

        Think about it this way: you have two children, both of whom you know well. 

You’re aware of their good points and their bad points. You know their weaknesses and 

their strengths. But you still love them and you want the very best for both of them. 

One day one of them begins taking advantage of the other. The things that are said and 

done are calculated to hurt, but all the while this son seeks to maintain a warm 

relationship with you. You know what is going on. With one hand, he is abusing his  
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brother and, with the other hand, he is patting you on the back. Out of one side of his 

mouth, he is saying cruel things to his brother. And out of the other side of his mouth, 

he is declaring his love for you.  

        Could you handle that? Could you just close your eyes to the abuses? Could you 

walk past them and pretend that they were not real? I think the answer is obvious. You 

could not. No one…not even your own son…can deliberately hurt one of your children 

and at the same time stay on good terms with you. 

        Well that is exactly how it is with God. We cannot offer meaningful worship to 

Him and at the same deal out abuse to another person. 

        We can do one. Or we can do the other. But we can’t have it both ways. 

 

*Inspired by Matthew 5: 20-26 

 


